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January 2016 

 

General Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month from 2:00p.m to 4:00p.m. at the 
Congregational Church, Kilwardby Street, Ashby de la Zouch 

 
 
Last General Meeting: 26th January 
 
Notices:   Margaret Howlett announced that the Trips and Outings group has been restarted 
by her and John, and the first Trip will be to Woburn Abbey on May 25th, sharing a coach with the 
Industrial Heritage trip to Bletchley Park. See the Group Reports below for further details 
 
Speaker:  Katherine Crampton 
Subject: The history of Twycross Zoo 
 
Katherine Crampton, the Education Officer for the Zoo gave us a comprehensive (if quick fire!) 
account of the Zoo from its inception in the 1950's to the wide range of services today.  
The Zoo was started in 1954 specially for primates, by two rival pet shop owners. They found that 
keeping primates together is good for them.  
Publicity moves involved them in the PG Tips adverts. Some of those chimps are still alive. One 
photograph showed a chimp giving out tickets, although just after it was taken the chimp pulled 
the entire roll out!  
Mary Badham, one of the founders received an MBE in 2002, retired 2004, and died in 2007.  
Kathleen took us through the objectives of the Zoo, covering major projects in Conservation, 
Research, Education and Recreation.  
The Zoo hosts many research projects and conservation initiatives, being an international centre of 
excellence in these.  
They take care of many species which are under investigation and conservation, helping to 
develop methods of protecting them in the wild, encouraging local populations to protect and 
foster their local wildlife and re-introduce species to the wild.  
She described the many dangers to wildlife from poaching to inadvertent destruction of habitat, 
and the work they do to counter that, both in the field and at the Zoo. This includes a collection of 
confiscated items such as ivory.  
As a centre for various international organisations there are many research programmes in train; 
one such is the investigation of how elephants communicate over long distances. It seems they 
produce very low frequency rumbling noises that are then transmitted via their feet into the 
ground. These can travel huge distances.  
The Zoo is, of course, an invaluable centre for education and teaching children, and there are 
classes and workshops for all ages managed in conjunction with schools in the district.  
For those wishing a more gentle way of looking at nature, there are walks and a large nature 
reserve, with pools, hides and many varieties of local fauna and flora to observe.  
 
There was a good Q&A session, and then we all broke for coffee. 
 



Next General Meeting:   
 
Date:  23rd February 
Speaker:  Jenny Brown  
Subject:  Dementia Friends 
 
 

2016 Tea and Coffee Rota Meeters and Greeters 

February Joan Slack, Sonia Spence, Eva and Ken 
Donkin 

Sandra Fox 

March  Reg and Jean Preece 

April  David Oakley 

May  Avril and Bill Wilson 

June  Mary Gough and Pat Heath 

 
 

 Reporting Group  

February   

March Computers, Digital Photography and 
Short Walks 

John Howlett 

April Family History  
Gardening 

John Dogherty 
Paul Dean 

May History  
Industrial Heritage 

Dorothy Chapman 
Mike Stow 

June Italian  
Literature 

Lynda Hall 
Sandra Harris 

July Lunch  
Medium Walks 

Ray Bentley 
Carole Harriman 

August none  

September Music Appreciation  
Quiz 

David Oakley 
Malcolm Bird 

October Trips & Outings  
Walking 

John Howlett 
Bob Baxendale 

November Bird Watching  
Bridge 

James Bloor 
Neil Roberts 

December none  

 
  



Interest Groups Timetable: 
 
February 

Interest group Meeting date and time Venue 

Bird Watching Fri 5th Feb WWT Slimbridge via minibus 

Bridge Mon 1st Feb at 7 - 9pm 
Mon 8th Feb at 2 - 4pm 
Mon 15th Feb at 7 - 9pm 
Mon 22nd Feb at 2 - 4pm 
Mon 29th Feb at 7 – 9pm 

All at the Royal Hotel, Ashby 

Calligraphy Tues 9th Feb at 2pm Lynda Hall’s house 

Computer Wed 3rd Feb at 2pm 
Mon 15th Feb at 2pm 

John H’s house 

Digital 
Photography 

Thurs 6th Feb at 10am John H’s house 

Drawing and 
painting 

Wed 17th Feb at 10am John H’s house 

Family History Wed 10th Feb at 2pm John D’s house 

Gardening Thurs 18th Feb  Hodsock Priory 

History Thurs 25th Feb at 2pm Packington Memorial Hall 

Industrial 
Heritage 

Wed 24th Feb at 10am Bombardier train works 

Italian Mon 1st Feb at 12:30pm Lynda’s house 

Literature Tues 9th Feb at 1.30pm Sandra’s house 

Lunch Thurs 11th Feb at 12 noon The Lamb, Ashby Note the new venue 

Medium Walks Mon 8th Feb at 9.45 for 10am Car park beyond Dimminsdale Woods 

Music 
Appreciation 

Wed 3rd Feb at 10am 40 Willesley Gardens 

Quiz Wed 17th Feb at 2.30pm Bull and Lion Packington 

Short Walks Fri 19th Feb at 10am Meet at car park overlooking Staunton 
Harold Reservoir, near the exit from Calke. 
Note the new start time 

Trips and Outings Wed 25th May Woburn Abbey 

Walking Tues 2nd Feb at 9.45 for 10am 
Tues 16th Feb 

The George, Coleorton 
TBA 

 
Early March 

Interest group Meeting date and time Venue 

Bridge Mon 7th Mar at 2 - 4pm Royal Hotel, Ashby. 

Computer Wed 2nd Mar at 2pm John H’s house  

Digital 
Photography 

Thurs 3rd Mar at 10am  John H’s house 

Music  
Appreciation 

Wed 2nd Mar at 10am TBA 

Walking Tues 1st Mar at 9.45 for 10am TBA 

 
*For trips, outings, walks and other events which meet away from the usual venues, see further 
details in the relevant Group Reports below, or on our website www.ashbyu3a.co.uk    



Group Reports 
 
Bird Watching – Leader James Bloor birdwatch@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
 
Friday 8th January Three members of the Birding Group met at 10.00 in the car park at RSPB 
Middleton Lakes near Tamworth on a fine, grey morning.  
We watched a good mixture of common passerines at the Feeding Station before moving on to the 
woodland where we found two target birds; Siskin and Redpoll in the company of Goldfinches 
feeding on the alder cones. A little further on we heard, and then found, a Nuthatch.  
As we crossed the stream we were entertained by three Robins, only a foot away, which were 
attracted by seed placed on the footbridge hand-rail by photographers.  
On Fisher's Mill Pool we noted several Tufted Ducks, with Mallards, Coots and sleeping Pochards 
as two Little Egrets flew over the water.  
Crossing the new footbridge over the River Tame, we scanned Dosthill Lake, seeing Wigeon and a 
diving male Goldeneye, albeit distant.  
We ate our packed lunches in Lookout Hide overlooking North Pool, noting more Wigeon and 
good numbers of Teal, a Grey Heron on the far bank, a redhead Goosander resting on a spit with 
many Lapwings and Golden Plovers, Moorhens on the water, two drake Shovelers in flight and a 
male Stonechat on the reeds.  
As we walked back towards the cars we watched at least two hundred Greylags grazing with many 
Canada Geese and the day's highlight, three female Stonechats flitting close by on the fence and in 
the reeds ahead of us.  
Returning via the Woodland Path, a party of Long-tailed Tits passed by, calling, and we noted 
plenty of noisy activity at the rookery, both Rooks and Jackdaws.  
A very pleasant half-day with 33 different species either seen or heard. 
 
Next meeting: Friday 5th February. Visit to WWT Slimbridge by minibus. The minibus is now full. 
 
Bridge – Leader Neil Roberts  01530 455957 
 
This is Bridge for players of all levels playing friendly Contract Bridge with some chatter.  
Several of our number are "beginners" or "returners" and we have experienced players who are 
happy to help others improve their game. We now have about 20 active players.  
We meet weekly on Mondays at the Royal Hotel, Ashby and at present we alternate afternoons 
and evenings. 
 
The agreement with the Royal is that we pay for refreshments. Currently when we play we pay 
£2.50 per week. The Royal provide Car Parking Permits free to our group when playing Bridge. 
If you would like to know more contact Neil on 01530 455957 or Pat Ford on 01827 830672 
 
Next meetings:  Monday 1st Feb at 7 - 9pm 

   Monday 8th Feb at 2 - 4pm 
  



Calligraphy – Leader Jenny Slawson  01283 229718  
 
We usually meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 2pm. A small but friendly group, we 
enjoy extending our calligraphy skills through a more experimental and creative approach to 
writing texts. We focus mainly on italic and uncial scripts and have produced some very 
imaginative pieces both at home and during our monthly meetings.  
 
12th January  It was very pleasant to meet at Sue's after the Christmas break as a full group and to 
welcome Anne Dodgson as a new member, bringing our number to eight. As always, we started 
the meeting with friendly chat as we caught up with what each other had been doing and Anne 
was shown some of the calligraphy that had been done in the past to give her an idea of what to 
expect in future meetings.  
 
We then discussed a range of suggestions for the forthcoming year and decided how we could 
extend the skills we had already acquired. It was decided that our long term aim for the year was 
to become completely familiar with at least one of the fonts we use so that we didn't have to rely 
on ' crib sheets' and to follow the instruction from Pat, a past guest calligraphy expert, to try and 
use downward strokes as much as possible. This, combined with a range of topics covering two 
monthly meetings each, became the plan for the year. Everyone was keen to explore fonts further, 
even to making up our own and to present them sometimes in quite informal ways.  
 
The meeting ended with everyone keen to get going and our new member Anne assured us that 
she was happy with our approach to calligraphy and was also keen to get going! It was a very 
friendly and productive start to the new year! 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday 9th February at Lynda Hall’s house. Easter Acrostic Poems using italics. 

Computers – Leader John Howlett  01530 461774 

We meet twice monthly to try to solve anyone’s computer problems and to better learn how to 
use them whether they are PCs, Macs, iPads or Android Tablets. All are welcome. No experience 
necessary. 
 
18th January The Group met with five seekers after truth today. As no-one’s computers needed 
fixing, there was a lively, wide ranging, discussion on a variety of topics loosely associated with 
computers.  
It is possible that some members will liaise with the Whitwick U3A on discussions centred on web 
developments and their implications for general U3A web management.  
Other topics included mechanical computers and related devices, from the Babbage Engine to the 
Bletchley Park 'Bombes'.  
The subject of satellites in the IT world ranged from Geostationary orbits, through GPS systems, to 
the fibre optic technology we now use for land based networks.  
One sub group avidly explored the general topic of paradoxes, including Zeno's Paradox, Russell's 
Paradox and the general subject of those 'Paradoxes' which aren't really paradoxes. This spilled 
over into a discussion of number theory as it relates to Infinity and Imaginary Numbers.  
Fascinating stuff, and very educational! 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 3rd February at 2pm, at John H’s house 
 
  



Digital Photography – Leader John Howlett  01530 461774 
 
We meet to try understand how to get the best out of our digital cameras whether they are simple 
compact cameras or full-blooded DSLRs and how to edit or modify the pictures afterwards. We try 
to get out and practice every other month. We do not as yet enter competitions.  
 
7th January 2016  For the first meeting of 2016 we had six photographers and as the day was dark 
and damp we stayed indoors.  
There was some considerable discussion about, and demonstration of, Windows Live Movie maker. 
Steve showed us how we can assemble our photos into dynamic slideshows with special effects 
and music.  
We talked about converting vinyl LP's to cd's from a turntable which links directly to a computer via 
USB. Not strictly photographic, but it may be useful for that slideshow soundtrack. 
John D showed a very grainy photo taken from a group photo in 1862. It turns out that the 
graininess was mainly due to the fact that the photo had originally been printed in a book using silk 
screen printing. This compounds the natural low resolution of such old photos, impressing a very 
regular matrix of black and white dots. This may be able to be removed, but attempts to research 
the solutions revealed a preponderance of highly technical terminology ('GeekSpeak'), so John D 
determined to delve further and see what he can learn.  
 
Next meeting:  Thursday 4th February at John H’s house at 10 am. 
 
Drawing and Painting – Contact Chris Dogherty  01530 411148   
 
20th January 2016  The first session in 2016, was a good time to ease ourselves back into the 
"Artistic" groove. We each had a dabble with different media, acrylic or watercolour paint, colour 
or graphite pencil, with pleasing results. It was also good to welcome Jean, who joined us for the 
morning. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 17th February, 10 am, at 16 Winchester Way. 
 
  



Family History – Leader John Dogherty 01530 411148 
 
13th January 2016  
For our first meeting of the New Year we had five members present.  
Iris needed to add extra spouses. This was a wrinkle new to her, but we got through in good order!  
She also wanted to add her new great grandson twins.(Congratulations, Iris!) That was when we 
found that Ancestry doesn't allow you to place the earlier/st sibling of a those born on the same 
day before the next. They are ranked by alphabet!  
Audrey is still working on some abstruse aspects of her Jewish ancestry. Today she wanted to 
obtain a copy of the naturalisation certificate of one, after a link to the tree of another researcher 
threw up a connection she hadn't suspected. There are specific websites dealing with the Jewish 
records, which are often not easily located by any other route. Success! Then she found she had 
already been registered a long time before and couldn't remember her password...She will report 
back when the certificate is received.  
John H is still trying to penetrate the murk surrounding his grandparents from Ireland. He is now 
on the trail of a possible step-grandfather. If correctly identified, this could be a breakthrough.  
He demonstrated a really useful mapping tool. This places the current map in sync with an older 
map, and provides a means of varying the 'transparency' so that the differences in street layouts 
and names can be compared. Later he emailed to the Leader a link to this and an image of a 
census page with questions about the identity of one of the people mentioned. We will look at this 
for him for discussion next time.  
He borrowed a book on Searching for Irish Ancestors and the Atlas of Irish History from the Group 
Library. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 10th February at 10pm, at John D’s house.  
 
Gardening - Leader Paul Dean 01283 295987 
 
The Gardening Group has been successfully running ever since the U3A started in Ashby. It has 
always been well supported and remains one of the largest interest groups. The gardening 
committee try really hard to provide a good selection of activities suitable for all, including 
specialised talks on various topics, interesting trips out to well-known gardens and social events 
where plants are swapped and garden problems are solved! You certainly don't need to know any 
Latin names or recognise any plant by their leaves alone! There is always food to be eaten and 
drinks to be drunk at the end of each meeting and occasionally prizes to be won! The club is full of 
friendly faces so please come along and meet some of us and give the gardening club a try. 
 
21st January. We held our January meeting at Packington Hall and had a guest speaker, Graham 
White, who talked about garden mishaps and disasters, sharing with us some of the mistakes he 
and his family made when designing and building their beautiful garden in Uttoxeter and some of 
the damage caused by natural causes for example flooding and storms. In addition he also showed 
us pictures of unusual situations in gardening from around the world. Most of his talk was by 
intention of a humorous nature however he did remind us that gardens can be dangerous places 
and recalled some incidents where injury had taken place to members of his family, fortunately 
they were not too serious. He also shared Rospa's top ten causes of gardening accidents. After the 
talk Graham and his wife Judy answered questions from our members. 
Before refreshments were served, thanks were given to Liz Deakin for hosting numerous Christmas 
meetings in her home. 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 18th February, trip to Hodsock Priory. The coach for this trip is now full. 
  



History – Leader Dorothy Chapman 01530 413042 
 
28th January 
David Oakley gave a talk on The Turkey Merchants of London 
A large turnout of 35 listened to a very interesting presentation by David. 
He explained that the name 'Turkey' is applied to the birds, because they were first imported to 
England from the Middle East by the 'Turkey Merchants', members of the Levant Company, 
chartered in 1581 and formally created in 1592. Their purpose was to trade with the Middle East, 
which was dominated by the Ottoman Empire. 
The Levant Company was an offshoot of East India Co. Unlike that company, however, the Levant 
Co. had to work within the Oriental culture rather than dominate it and many merchants 'went 
native'; that is , took up eastern dress. They were not allowed to take wives or even sweethearts 
as, by Ottoman law, that made them (and their estates) legally Turkish. 
They chose apprentices from upper-class, richer, families, often their own, and had to be a 
freeman of London. Apprenticeships were expensive (in 1720 one is recorded as costing £1400) as 
the trade was very lucrative. 
Because of the Eastern culture the merchants were involved in politics, often giving instructions to 
the Ambassador. In return privileges were granted by the Emperor. 
There was much rivalry between different Christian countries for the trade, but London was top 
dog by 1700. 
Members traded independently out of 'factories' that is, places from where factors operated. 
Spices, fabrics, minerals etc were all traded. 
In London the centre was the Royal Exchange upper floor, which became frequented by the ladies 
of merchants. They window shopped among the fancy fabrics and other goods as an example of 
the birth of consumerism. 
The staples of the trade were silk and currants of which silk formed 2/3 of imports from empire. 
This trade supported a huge silk industry in England as the fabric could be worked at home. 
Currants were highly valued as a substitute for the even more expensive sugar. 
The trade was not without its risks: the sea voyage took 4 months, plus 12 days overland to the 
main centre in Aleppo. But this city, as were many in the East, was a hot bed of disease and plague. 
In addition, there was local intolerance of 'infidels'. 
To show off their wealth many had their portraits made in Eastern dress and with heavy 
moustaches. 
The risks extended to pirates, although the English ships, bigger and more heavily armed, tended 
to be left alone, especially as the convoy system became common. 
The Levant Company eventually survived for 250 years, until European military conflicts - especially 
the wars with France - drew in the East and radically changed the whole trading and commercial 
world. 
At the same time competition from further east grew and a perception of hindrance to general 
trade brought increasing restrictions on company. Then they lost their monopoly. 
Today all that remains is the 1825 Morden college for destitute merchants. 
With WWI the end of the Ottoman Empire saw the carving up of the Middle East with Turkey on 
wrong side. 
And the rest is History. 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 25th February – 'Time Team in Leicestershire' by Peter Liddle 
 
  



Industrial Heritage – Leader Mike Stow 01530 469152 
 
27th January. National Gas Museum, Aylestone Road, Leicester.  
18 members gathered for a guided tour around the small, but perfectly formed, gas museum. Our 
guide Janet confessed that she hadn’t lead a tour since October and claimed to be a little rusty, 
but seemed to us to give a very good talk about the history of gas manufacture and of the various 
exhibits. Gas was originally used mainly for street lighting, but quickly came into the home and 
factories as a source of light and heating. Gas cookers soon followed. Interestingly early ovens had 
no floor or shelves, instead meat was hung from hooks inside just as it would be over an open fire. 
The meat fat and juices would have fallen on the kitchen floor! Other appliances that were gas 
powered included water heaters (geysers), irons, curling tongs and even a hair dryer. None of 
these appliances were flued; the flue gases were just released into the room! As electricity 
became a competitive energy source even a gas radio was developed but never entered 
production. As an ex-gas design engineer, it was embarrassing to see projects I had worked on 
displayed in a museum, but even more so to see my mother’s current cooker on display! 
Afterwards we retired to the excellent Victorian-styled Black Horse pub in Aylestone for lunch. 
 
Next meeting:  Wednesday 24th February at 10am. We are returning to the Bombardier train 
works for all those who missed out last time. There is currently one place left on this tour.  
Bob Baxendale is considering the possibility of an alternate trip for those who went to Bombardier 
last time. Details as they emerge. 
 
Italian Group – Leader Lynda Hall  01530 415922  
 
30th November 
Today the class concentrated on agreement of adjectives with nouns, verbs and adverbs. This was 
a great deal trickier than it sounds, as some adjectives are invariable with the -e ending of the 
feminine plural, or an adverb. Sorting out what related to which gave us all lots of fun.  
We than listened to a bunch of children telling us what pets they had and how many. That was 
extremely difficult especially for the hard of hearing!  
 
We decided to postpone our Christmas lunch until February to avoid clashes with general 
Christmas arrangements. It will be on 1st February at Lynda's. We arranged who would do what 
course and supply the drinks.  
 
Buon Natale and Felice Anno Nuovo to all our readers. 
 
Next meetings: Monday 1st February for Christmas lunch. See above. The next meeting after that 
will be decided later.  
 
Literature Group - Leader Sandra Harris  01530 416653 
 
The group meets at 1.30pm as in the dark days of winter most members like to drive home while it 
is still light. We have many lively discussions and agree to differ about many aspects of the books 
we read. 
 
Next meeting:  Tuesday 9th February at Sandra’s house:-  

“The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet” by David Mitchell 
 
  



Luncheon Group – Leader Ray Bentley  01530 412505 
 
We are a group of men and ladies who enjoy a meal together, we take it in turn to choose a venue 
and organise it. Everyone is welcome, all we ask is that you sign the board in the coffee room at 
the monthly meeting prior to the lunch, so we can book the relevant number of seats. If you 
cannot make the monthly meeting please use the contact email or phone number. 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 11th February at 12 noon for 12.30 at The Lamb Inn, Ashby (Note the 
new venue) 
 
Music Appreciation – Leader David Oakley  01530 563409  
 
There was no January meeting. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 3rd February, at 40 Willesley Gardens, kindly hosted by Neil Roberts 
 
Quiz group - Leader Malcolm Bird  01530 563872 
 
The group meet at the Bull and Lion, Packington. The Start time is 2.30 and involves tables of four. 
You do not need to arrange a team of four before the meeting as teams can be organised on the 
day. This enables single individuals to take part - and to make new friends by joining an ad hoc 
team. 
 
20th January.  Fourteen members enjoyed the pre-quiz lunch at the January meeting. The steak pie 
was a great favourite as was the sponge pudding. Fifteen fought it out in the competition which 
was as lively as usual. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 17th February at 2.30 
 
Trips and Outings Group - Contact Margaret Howlett  01530 461774 
 
The Trips and Outings group has been revived with Margaret and John Howlett taking over the 
mantle as group leaders.  
 
Next trip: The first trip planned is to Woburn Abbey on May 25th. This is expected to be a coach-
sharing joint venture with Industrial Heritage group who are going to Bletchley Park on the same 
day. The coach will drop off the IH members at Bletchley before going on to Woburn Abbey just 20 
mins away.  
 
If you wish to go to Woburn please contact Margaret asap as we need to confirm the coach 
numbers by the end of February. 
 
A £10 non-refundable deposit per person should be sent to:  
M Howlett, 16 Winchester Way, Ashby de la Zouch, LE65 2NR 
or paid at the next general meeting on 23rd February. 
 
Further trips are expected to be to Tatton Park House and Gardens in late June, and to Gloucester 
City and Docks in late August. Full details are on our website. 
 
  



Walking Group - Leader Bob Baxendale 01530 481435 
 
The walking group usually does walks of between 7-8 miles, twice a month, and normally have a 
lunch stop at a pub near to, or at the end of, the walk. 
  
The leader will be at the meeting place whatever the weather and will only cancel the walk in 
consultation with those who turn up on the day. All dogs must be kept under control at all times. 
Walking boots or strong shoes are recommended. Be prepared for bad weather by taking warm 
waterproof clothing. Leaders act in a voluntary capacity. All ramblers walk at their own risk. 
 
19th January  Fifteen walkers met on a cold and frosty morning at the Star Inn, West Leake. Their 
circular walk was approx 6.5 miles, mainly flat with 17 stiles and took them via Kingston on Soar, 
Kegworth, Sutton Bonington and back to the Star Inn for lunch, where a cosy atmosphere with log 
burner managed to return the feeling to their fingers and toes! 
 
Next walk: Tuesday 2nd February at 9.45 for 10 am start. Meet at The George pub, Coleorton. A 
walk around Coleorton, Gelsmoor, Worthington, Osgathorpe and Griffydam, 6-7 miles. 
 
Medium walks – Leader Carole Harriman 
 
The Medium Walk group do walks of up to 6 miles. Anyone interested please contact Carole. 
 
There was no walk in January. 
 
Next walk: Monday 8th February at 9.45 for 10am start. Meet at the Severn Trent car park just 
over the bridge, past Dimminsdale Woods. SK377220 
 
Short walks Group – Leader John Howlett 01530 461774  
 
The short walk group organises walks using well defined paths and routes without stiles. The 
maximum length is 3 miles. All are welcome. 
 
15th January  12 walkers but no dogs met at the Royal Hotel on a lovely sunny day a few minutes 
late and set off to the cricket pavilion and out onto the Station Road, under the railway and onto 
the footpath into Tudor close. From Windsor Road and Mendip Close we took the footpath under 
the railway and out to Prior Park Road. Up Prior Park Lane to Mount Walk passing the castle and 
Ashby School. We admired the Guides Midland Headquarters and down South Street to the 
bed-shop alleyway. We crossed Market St and back up into Huntingdon Court and down North St 
to the path just before the museum. We went between the Leisure Centre and Ivanhoe school to 
join the path through Hood Park to Park Rd. Following Park Rd across Smisby Rd (or is it the Callis) 
and onto Rotherwood Drive were we took the footpath to Sherbourne Drive. Canterbury Drive to 
the footpath called the Jitty by the old Flour Mill and the site of the old Gasholder. We were back 
on the Callis which we crossed to the footpath taking us to the Green. We went down to Pass 
Courtyard across Market Street and into Coxons Mews to the 1940s style cafe where 11 of us 
enjoyed a drink and a bite to eat. The 12th man got lost, we hope he found his own way home. 
NB: The 12th man didn’t get lost: he was deserted most foully by his 'friends' when they dived 
down a back lane as his back was turned.  
 
Next walk: 19th February at 10 am. Meet at car park overlooking Staunton Harold Reservoir, near 
the exit from Calke. Note the new start time. 
  



Your Committee  
 

Following the AGM on 28th July 2015, the following were elected to the Committee. 
 
John Howlett Chairman chairman@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Anne Donegan Business Secretary secretary@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Dorothy Chapman Membership Secretary members@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Neil Roberts Treasurer treasurer@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Tony Smith Minutes Secretary minutes@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Ann Stapley Speaker seeker speakers@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
James Bloor Groups Coordinator interestg@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Mike Stow Web site webmaster@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Ann Thompson Welfare welfare@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Sheila Dean Committee member sheila@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Isobel Salt Committee member isobel@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
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